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POETRY 

 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 6.  Myst ery of  t he Talking Fan 

 

 

 

 

          The poem beaut if ully capt ur es t he movement  of  t he much f amiliar  and mundane obj ect s 

ar ound us, which in t oday’s t ime ar e a ver y essent ial par t  of  our  exist ence. The poem discusses 

t he movement  of  a ceiling f an. The poet  discusses t he sound made by t he ceiling f an compar ing 

it  t o human chat t er , t hough unknown and incompr ehensible. 

 

STANZAWI SE EXPLANATI ON OF THE POEM 

 

 

 

Once t her e was a t alking f an- 

Elect r ical his chat t er . 

I  couldn’t  quit e hear  what  he said 

And I  hope it  doesn’t  mat t er  

Because one day somebody oiled 

His lit t le whir ling mot or  

And all t he myst er y was spoiled- 

He r an as st ill as wat er . 

Ref erence The above lines have been t aken f r om Maude Rubin’s poem, ‘Myst er y of  t he Talking 

  Fan.’ 

Cont ext  The poem, in t hese lines, closely obser ves t he movement  of  t he ceiling f an, calling it s 

  noise chat t er . 

Explanat ion The poem opens wit h t he per sonif icat ion of  t he f an, being given human at t r ibut es 

such as t he abilit y t o t alk and chat t er . The poet  calls t he f an’s noise an ‘elect r ical chat t er .’ The 

poet  is unable t o compr ehend what  exact ly it  means and bef or e t he poet  could succeed in 

decoding t he myst er y, somebody oiled it s mot or . Ever  since, it  f unct ioned in such a smoot h 

manner  t hat  no noise could be hear d. The ‘t alking f an’ f ell silent . 

SOUL OF THE POEM 
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        NCERT FOLDER 

 

1.  Fans don’t  talk,  but  it  is possible t o imagine t hat  they do.  What  is it ,  t hen,  that  

 sounds like the f an’s chat t er? 

 The noise cr eat ed by t he f an’s mot or  due t o lack of  oiling was being compar ed t o t he 

f an’s chat t er . 

2.  Complet e t he f ollowing sentence.  

(i) The chat ter is elect rical because…….  

  The f an f unct ions on an elect r ical mot or  and t he noise was being pr oduced by it s 

mot or  

(ii) I t  is myst erious because………. .  

 The poet  was unable t o compr ehend what  t he f an was saying 

3.  What  do you think t he talking f an was demanding? 

  The t alking f an seems t o be demanding some at t ent ion. I t  was demanding oiling. The 

moment  it  was oiled, it  f ell silent . 

4.  How does an elect ric f an managed t o throw so much air when it  is swit ched on? 

 An elect r ic f an compr ises of  t hr ee blades and a whir ling mot or . The moment  it  is 

swit ched on, t he mot or  st ar t s and begins t o r ot at e, f or cing t he blades t o move in 

cir cular  movement . This gener at es a lot  of  pr essur e, which f or ces t he air  downwar ds in 

all dir ect ions. 

5.  I s t here a ‘talking f an’ in your house? Creat e a dialogue bet ween t he f an and a 

mechanic.  

Yes                         : Ther e is a t alking f an in my house, which per haps r equir es some             

                                 oiling. 

A                            : hi I  j ust  r ealised t hat  you ar e a t alking f an. 

Talking f an             : Oh gr eat ! Finally! I  had been wait ing f or  someone t o pay at t ent ion                    

                                 t o my chat t er . 

A                            : Why so? 

                                 I  never  knew you wer e t r ying t o seek at t ent ion. 

Talking f an             : Of  cour se, I  was. What  else am I  expect ed t o do when nobody  

                                 Wor r ies about  my maint enance.  My par t s in a wr et ched st at e. They  

                                 need some oiling t o f unct ion smoot hly. Alas, nobody is bot her ed. 

A                           : I s t hat  what ’s t r oubling you? I ’ll make sur e t hat  I  ask mom t o call a 

   mechanic f or  you . The mechanic  would t ake car e of  your  pr oblem 

   and of f er  solut ion. 

Talking f an            : Thank you so much. That  would indeed be kind. 

Working With The Poem 
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 CHAPTER PRACTI CE 

 

 

 

1.  What  does t he phrase,  “he ran as st ill as wat er” mean? 

 The phr ase, “he r an as st ill as wat er ” meant  t hat  it  began t o f unct ion smoot hly. 

2.  What  was t roubling the t alking f an? 

The t alking f an was being t r oubled by lack of  oiling on it s var ious par t s, disabling him 

f r om f unct ioning smoot hly. 

 

 

1.  Why was all t he ‘myst ery’ spoilt ? 

  The poet  could hear  t he chat t er  of  t he f an, t hough she could not  under st and it . 

But  soon, t he scope t o decode and compr ehend it  was lost  as t he f an’s mot or  was oiled by 

someone. 

Ther eaf t er , t he t alking f an became silent . 

2.  Who do you think or understand what  t he talking f an wished t o convey? 

  The t alking f an seemed t o be ver y noisily and cont inuously chat t er ing. 

Per haps, besides t he poet  t he ot her s could hear  it  t oo. Though t he poet  was cur ious, she 

never  made an at t empt  t o under st and what  t he t alking f an said. Or  per haps bef or e she 

could, t he message was decoded by t he per son who at t ended t o t he needs of  t he f an by 

oiling it s mot or . 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer t he f ollowing quest ions.  

                                I  couldn’t  quit e hear  what  he said 

                                     And I  hope it  doesn’t  mat t er  

                                Because one day somebody oiled 

                                        His lit t le whir ling mot or  

                                And all t he myst er y was spoiled. 

 

Very Short  Answer type quest ions 

Short  Answer type quest ions 

Ext ract  Based quest ions 
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1.  Why does the poet  say,  “I  hope it  doesn’t  mat ter”? 

 The poet  was hoping t hat  t he f an’s chat t er  didn’t  make much dif f er ence. 

2.  Who oiled the mot or? 

 The poem doesn’t  indicat e who oiled t he mot or , but  it  sur ely wasn’t  t he speaker . 

3.  What  was the connect ion bet ween t he mot or and the f an’s chat ter? 

 The lack of  oil in t he mot or  was r esponsible f or  t he noise pr oduced by t he f an. 

4.  Who is the ‘he’ in the f irst  line of  t he ext ract ? 

(a) The poet      (b) The mechanic    (c) The t alking f an     (d) The mot her 

 The t alking f an 

5.  Why did t he talking f an’s chat ter come t o an end? 

(a) Somebody repaired the mot or.  

(b) The poet  asked him t o shut  up.  

(c) The f an f ell on the ground.  

(d) The poet  lef t  t he house. 

 (a) Somebody r epair ed t he mot or . 

6.  Choose t he synonym of  t he word ‘whirling’ 

(a) Rot at ing    (b) Chat t ing     (c) Obscurit y    (d) St ory 

 (a) Rot at ing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


